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Bell, Derrick.  Ethical Ambition: Living a Life of 
Meaning and Worth. New York: Bloomsbury, 
2002.  
 
Cameron, Julia.  The Artist’s Way: A Spiritual Path 
to Higher Creativity. New York: Penguin Putnam, 
1992. 
 
Coles, Robert.  The Call of Service. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1993. 
 
Everett, Melissa.  Making A Living While Making A 
Difference: The Expanded Guide to Creating 
Careers with a Conscience. Gabriola Island, BC: 
New Society Publishers, 1999. 
 
Freire, Paulo.  Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New 
York: Continuum, 2002. 
 
Gallagher, Winifred.  Spiritual Genius: The 
Mastery of Life's Meaning. New York: Random 
House, 2001. 
 
hooks, bell.  Teaching to Transgress: Education As 
the Practice of Freedom. New York: Routledge, 
1994. 
 
Horowitz, Claudia.  The Spiritual Activist: Practices 
to Transform Your Life, Your Work, and Your 
World. New York: Penguin, 2002. 
 
Horton, Myles, and Paulo Freire.  We Make the 
Road by Walking: Conversations on Education and 
Social Change. Philadelphia: Temple University 
Press, 1991. 
 
King Jr., Martin Luther.  Why We Can't Wait. New 
York: New American Library, 2000. 
 
Lamott, Anne.  Traveling Mercies : Some 
Thoughts on Faith. New York: Anchor, 2000. 
 
Leider, Richard J.  Life Skills: Taking Charge of 
Your Personal and Professional Growth. Paramus, 
NJ: Prentice Hall Press, 1996. 
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Levoy, Gregg.  Callings : Finding and Following an 
Authentic Life. New York: Harmony Books, 1997. 
 
Loeb, Paul Rogat.  Soul of A Citizen: Living with 
Conviction in a Cynical Time. New York: St. 
Martin's, 1999. 
* Pages 350-357 of this book are a Resource 
Guide containing other books, magazines, and 
organizations that could further reflections on this 
kind of work. 

Mahan, Brian.  Forgetting Ourselves on Purpose: 
Vocation and the Ethics of Ambition. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2002. 
 
Mandela, Nelson.  Long Walk to Freedom : The 
Autobiography of Nelson Mandela. Boston: Back 
Bay Books, 1995. 
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Women of Color. Berkeley: Third Woman Press, 
2002. 
 
Nussbaum, Martha C.  Cultivating Humanity: A 
Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal Education. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000. 
 
Palmer, Parker J.  Let Your Life Speak: Listening 
for the Voice of Vocation. San Francisco: Jossey-
Bass, 2000. 
 
Parks Daloz, Laurent A., et al.  Common Fire: 
Leading Lives of Commitment in a Complex World. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1996. 
 
Shore, Bill.  The Cathedral Within: Transforming 
Your life by Giving Something Back.  New York: 
Random House, 2001. 
 
Suzuki, David, and Holly Dressel.  Good News for 
a Change: How Everyday People are Helping the 
Planet. Vancouver: Greystone Books, 2002. 
 
Walker, Alice.  Anything We Love Can Be Saved: A 
Writer’s Activism. New York: Ballantine Publishing 
Group, 1997. 
 
 

The Venture Consortium, a group of selective, private 
liberal arts colleges and universities, is dedicated to the 
development of innovative programs to complement the 
liberal arts curriculum. Our work incorporates the 
practice of experiential learning, critical inquiry, and 
social responsibility.  
 

Bates | Brown | Holy Cross 
Franklin & Marshall | Sarah Lawrence 

Swarthmore | Syracuse | Vassar | Wesleyan 
 

Venture’s website contains this guide and many other 
resources for individuals interested in taking time off 

from college, public interest work, and issues in urban 
education. 
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